
Skateboard Bearings Face-Off: Bones Reds vs. Bronson
Speed Co vs. Independent vs. Spitfire vs. Shake Junt –
Who Delivers the Best Performance?

Introduction

Skateboarding is more than just a sport; it's a lifestyle. At the heart of every skateboard's performance lies the
often-overlooked component: skateboard bearings. These small but mighty pieces play a crucial role in the
smoothness, speed, and overall performance of a skateboard. In this article, we'll delve into a comprehensive
comparison of five leading skateboard bearing brands: Bones Reds, Bronson Speed Co, Independent,
Spitfire, and Shake Junt. Each brand brings its own unique features and promises to the table, but which one
truly delivers the best performance? Let's find out.

Bones Reds: Engineering Precision

Bones Reds is a name synonymous with quality and reliability in the skateboarding community. Renowned for
their precision engineering and high-grade materials, Bones Reds bearings have been a staple choice for
skateboarders of all levels. Utilizing a single, non-contact, removable rubber shield for easy cleaning and less
friction, Bones Reds bearings offer a smooth and consistent ride that's hard to beat.

Bronson Speed Co: Built for Speed

When it comes to speed, Bronson Speed Co bearings stand out from the crowd. Engineered with cutting-
edge technology and a focus on acceleration and roll, Bronson bearings are designed to keep you pushing
faster and farther. With features like deeper groove raceways for impact resistance and maximum speed,
Bronson Speed Co bearings are the go-to choice for riders who demand nothing but the best.

Independent: Durability and Versatility

Independent bearings are revered for their durability and versatility, making them a favorite among
skateboarders who put their gear to the test. Constructed with premium materials and precision
manufacturing, Independent bearings offer exceptional performance in various riding conditions, from street
skating to downhill bombing. With a reputation for reliability and longevity, Independent bearings are a solid
choice for any rider.

Spitfire: Smooth and Consistent

Spitfire bearings are known for their smooth and consistent performance, allowing riders to tackle any terrain
with confidence. Featuring high-grade steel balls and precision-ground races, Spitfire bearings offer reduced
friction and optimal roll for an effortless ride. Whether you're cruising through the streets or hitting the skate
park, Spitfire bearings provide the reliability and performance you need to take your skating to the next level.

Shake Junt: Style Meets Performance

Last but not least, Shake Junt bearings combine style with performance to deliver a winning combination.
With eye-catching designs and top-notch construction, Shake Junt bearings are more than just
accessories – they're a statement. Built to withstand the rigors of modern skateboarding, Shake Junt bearings
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offer smooth and reliable performance, allowing riders to express themselves on and off the board.

Conclusion

In conclusion, each of these five skateboard bearing brands brings something unique to the table, whether it's
precision engineering, speed-focused design, durability, consistency, or style. Ultimately, the best brand for
you will depend on your individual preferences, riding style, and performance needs. So, which brand delivers
the best performance? It's up to you to decide. Happy skating!
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Material Specifications

In the quest to determine which skateboard bearings deliver the best performance, it's essential to dive into
the material specifications of each brand. The materials used in skateboard bearings significantly influence
their durability, speed, and overall performance. Let's explore the materials and their properties used by
Bones Reds, Bronson Speed Co, Independent, Spitfire, and Shake Junt.

Bones Reds: Precision and Durability

Bones Reds bearings are constructed using high-grade chromium steel, which is renowned for its balance of
strength and resistance to wear. The use of this type of steel ensures that the bearings are not only durable
but also resistant to corrosion, which is crucial for maintaining performance over time. Bones Reds bearings
feature a single, non-contact, removable rubber shield that reduces friction and allows for easy cleaning,
contributing to their longevity and consistent performance.

Type of Steel: High-grade chromium steel

Durability: High resistance to wear and corrosion

Corrosion Resistance: Excellent, due to the chromium content

Bronson Speed Co: Advanced Material Technology

Bronson Speed Co bearings are engineered with cutting-edge material technology designed to maximize
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speed and strength. These bearings use deep groove raceways and micro-polished surfaces, which not only
enhance the strength of the bearings but also reduce friction for a smoother ride. The materials used in
Bronson bearings are selected for their ability to withstand high impacts and maintain performance over long
periods.

Advanced Material Technology: Micro-polished surfaces and deep groove raceways

Strength: Enhanced by advanced engineering techniques

Longevity: Designed to maintain performance over extended use

Independent: Resilience and Performance

Independent bearings are built with premium stainless steel, known for its excellent resistance to impact and
stress. This makes Independent bearings particularly suitable for skateboarders who perform aggressive
tricks and require bearings that can handle high levels of stress without compromising performance. The
quality of the stainless steel also ensures that these bearings are highly resistant to corrosion, further
extending their lifespan.

Material Quality: Premium stainless steel

Impact Resistance: High, suitable for aggressive skateboarding

Performance Under Stress: Excellent, maintains performance under high stress

Spitfire: Heat and Wear Resistance

Spitfire bearings utilize high-carbon chromium steel, which is specifically chosen for its superior heat
resistance and wear properties. This material composition allows Spitfire bearings to perform well under high-
speed conditions and resist the wear and tear that comes with intense use. The heat resistance of these
bearings ensures that they maintain their performance even when subjected to high temperatures generated
during fast rides.

Composition: High-carbon chromium steel

Heat Resistance: Superior, ideal for high-speed conditions

Wear Properties: Excellent, resists wear from intense use

Shake Junt: Innovation and Durability

Shake Junt bearings are known for their innovative use of materials that prioritize load capacity and durability.
These bearings often incorporate advanced composites and high-strength steel to provide a robust bearing
that can handle heavy loads and long-term use. The focus on material innovation ensures that Shake Junt
bearings offer both durability and reliable performance, making them a favorite among skaters looking for
bearings that can endure the rigors of skateboarding.

Material Innovation: Advanced composites and high-strength steel
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Load Capacity: High, suitable for heavy loads

Durability: Excellent, designed for long-term use

Conclusion

When it comes to skateboard bearings, the materials used in their construction play a pivotal role in
determining their performance and longevity. Bones Reds, Bronson Speed Co, Independent, Spitfire, and
Shake Junt each utilize specific materials tailored to enhance their bearings' performance characteristics.
Whether you prioritize speed, durability, impact resistance, or innovation, understanding these material
specifications can help you make an informed decision on which brand delivers the best performance for your
skateboarding needs.

 Structural Characteristics

In the competitive world of skateboard bearings, the structural characteristics and design features significantly
influence performance and durability.  delves into the design and structural features of five leading skateboard
bearing brands: Bones Reds, Bronson Speed Co, Independent, Spitfire, and Shake Junt. Understanding
these features can help skaters make informed decisions based on their riding style and preferences.

Bones Reds

Bones Reds Structural Features Description

Cage Design Bones Reds utilize a high-speed nylon ball retainer
that enhances the strength and speed of the
bearings. The cage design ensures the balls are
securely held in place, reducing friction and wear.

Ball Size These bearings feature standard-sized balls that
balance durability and performance. The precision of
the balls is crucial for maintaining consistent speed
and reducing rolling resistance.

Precision Bones Reds are manufactured to precise tolerances,
ensuring that each bearing meets high standards for
performance and longevity. The precision of these
bearings makes them a favorite among both amateur
and professional skateboarders.

 

Bronson Speed Co

Bronson Speed Co bearings are known for their innovative structural features that aim to enhance
performance and durability. Key characteristics include:

Unique Structural Features: Bronson Speed Co bearings are designed with deep groove raceways, which
provide superior strength and speed. This design helps in maintaining a smoother ride even at high speeds.

Seal Technology: These bearings feature a non-contact, removable shield that offers better protection against
dirt and debris while allowing easy maintenance. The seal technology ensures long-lasting performance by
keeping contaminants out.
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Inner Race: The inner race of Bronson bearings is polished to a micro-finish, reducing friction and increasing
speed. The high-quality finish also contributes to the overall durability of the bearings.

Independent

Independent bearings are designed for high impact absorption and structural integrity, making them suitable
for aggressive skateboarding styles. Key structural features include:

Structural Integrity: Independent bearings are built to withstand high impacts, thanks to their robust
construction. This makes them ideal for skaters who perform tricks and stunts that put a lot of stress on the
bearings.

Design for Impact Absorption: The design incorporates features that help in absorbing shocks and impacts,
providing a smoother ride and reducing the risk of bearing damage.

Precision Machining: Independent bearings are precisely machined to ensure consistent performance and
longevity. The precision machining also helps in reducing rolling resistance and maintaining speed.

Spitfire

Spitfire bearings are known for their structural innovations and design enhancements that focus on high
performance and durability. Key characteristics include:

Structural Innovations: Spitfire bearings incorporate advanced materials and design techniques to enhance
performance. These innovations help in reducing friction and increasing speed.

Tolerance Levels: These bearings are manufactured to tight tolerance levels, ensuring that each bearing
meets high standards for performance. Tight tolerances contribute to smoother rides and better speed
maintenance.

Design Enhancements: Spitfire continuously works on improving their bearing designs, incorporating
feedback from professional skaters to ensure their products meet the demands of modern skateboarding.

Shake Junt

Shake Junt bearings are designed for robustness and efficiency, making them a popular choice for skaters
who need reliable performance in various conditions. Key structural features include:

Structural Robustness: Shake Junt bearings are built with strong materials that offer high resistance to wear
and tear. This robustness makes them suitable for skaters who ride in challenging environments.

Design Efficiency: The design of Shake Junt bearings focuses on efficiency, ensuring that the bearings
provide smooth and fast rides with minimal maintenance.

Impact Resistance: These bearings are designed to resist impacts, making them durable and long-lasting.
The impact resistance ensures that the bearings maintain their performance even after prolonged use.

In conclusion, the structural characteristics of skateboard bearings vary significantly across different brands.
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By understanding these features, skaters can choose bearings that best match their riding style and
performance needs. Whether you prioritize speed, durability, or ease of maintenance, there's a bearing out
there designed to meet your specific requirements.

 Size Range and Compatibility

Skateboard bearings come in various sizes to accommodate different setups and riding preferences.
Understanding the size range offered by each brand and their compatibility with different skateboard
configurations is crucial for selecting the right bearings. Let's delve into the size specifications and
compatibility factors of Bones Reds, Bronson Speed Co, Independent, Spitfire, and Shake Junt bearings.

Bones Reds: Versatility and Adaptability

Bones Reds bearings are available in standard sizes to fit most skateboard setups seamlessly. They offer
versatility in their size range, catering to a wide range of skateboarding styles and preferences. Whether you
ride street, park, or downhill, Bones Reds bearings are known for their compatibility with various skateboard
types and wheel configurations. This makes them a popular choice among skateboarders looking for reliable
performance across different riding environments.

Available Sizes: Standard sizes for skateboard bearings

Versatility: Suitable for different skateboarding styles and terrains

Fit Compatibility: Compatible with various skateboard setups and wheel types
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Bronson Speed Co: Precision Fit and Performance

Bronson Speed Co offers a diverse range of bearing sizes to accommodate different skateboard setups and
wheel types. Their bearings are meticulously engineered to provide a precision fit, ensuring optimal
performance and durability. Whether you prefer smaller wheels for technical street skating or larger wheels for
cruising, Bronson Speed Co bearings are designed to deliver consistent performance across various setups.

Size Options: Diverse range of sizes for different skateboard configurations

Compatibility: Engineered to fit seamlessly with various wheel sizes and skateboard types

Setup Compatibility: Suitable for both technical street skating and cruising setups

Independent: Flexibility and Accessibility

Independent bearings come in a range of sizes, offering flexibility and accessibility to skateboarders of all
levels. Their bearings are designed to be easily replaceable, allowing riders to find compatible replacements
with minimal hassle. Whether you ride standard skateboard setups or prefer custom configurations,
Independent bearings provide the flexibility to adapt to different setups while maintaining performance and
reliability.

Size Flexibility: Range of sizes to accommodate different skateboard setups

Replacement Ease: Easy to find compatible replacements for maintenance

Setup Compatibility: Suitable for standard skateboard setups and custom configurations

Spitfire: Tailored Performance and Application

Spitfire bearings are available in a range of sizes, each tailored to specific applications and riding
preferences. From street skating to vert riding, Spitfire offers bearings designed to deliver optimal
performance for different skateboarding disciplines. Their bearings are compatible with a variety of board
types, ensuring that riders can find the perfect fit for their preferred riding style and setup.

Range of Sizes: Tailored sizes for specific skateboarding applications

Specific Applications: Designed to excel in street skating, vert riding, and more

Board Compatibility: Compatible with various skateboard types and setups

Shake Junt: Diversity and User-Friendliness

Shake Junt bearings boast a diverse range of sizes to cater to the needs of skateboarders of all ages and skill
levels. Their bearings are designed with user-friendliness in mind, making them suitable for both beginners
and experienced riders alike. Whether you ride mini cruisers or longboards, Shake Junt bearings offer the
diversity and compatibility needed to enhance your skateboarding experience.

Size Diversity: Wide range of sizes for different skateboard setups
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Compatibility Considerations: Compatible with mini cruisers, longboards, and more

User-Friendliness: Suitable for skateboarders of all ages and skill levels

Understanding the size range and compatibility factors of skateboard bearings is essential for optimizing
performance and ensuring a smooth ride. By considering the size specifications offered by Bones Reds,
Bronson Speed Co, Independent, Spitfire, and Shake Junt, skateboarders can make informed decisions when
selecting bearings for their setups.

  Installation Guidance

Step-by-Step Installation Instructions for Each Brand’s Bearings

Proper installation of skateboard bearings is crucial for ensuring optimal performance and longevity. This
section provides detailed installation guidance for five leading skateboard bearing brands: Bones Reds,
Bronson Speed Co, Independent, Spitfire, and Shake Junt. By following these instructions, skaters can
achieve a smooth and efficient setup.

Bones Reds: Installation Process, Tools Needed, and Tips for a Smooth Setup

Tools Needed:

Skate tool or wrench

Bearing press or skateboard truck axle

Clean cloth

Lubricant (optional)

Installation Steps:

Preparation: Start by cleaning the wheels and axles to remove any dirt or debris. This ensures that the
bearings will fit properly.

Press Bearings into Wheels: Using a bearing press or the axle of your skateboard truck, press one Bones
Reds bearing into each side of the wheel. Ensure the bearings are fully seated by applying even pressure.

Insert Spacers (if applicable): If your wheels use bearing spacers, place them between the bearings. This
helps maintain proper alignment and reduces wear.

Mount Wheels on Axle: Slide the wheel with bearings onto the skateboard truck axle. Tighten the axle nut
until it’s snug, then back it off slightly to allow the wheel to spin freely.

Check and Adjust: Spin the wheels to ensure they rotate smoothly. Make any necessary adjustments to
ensure there’s no excess friction.

Tips for a Smooth Setup:
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Apply a light lubricant to the bearings for smoother performance.

Avoid over-tightening the axle nuts, as this can restrict wheel rotation.

Bronson Speed Co: Detailed Installation Steps, Precautions, and Best Practices

Tools Needed:

Skate tool or wrench

Bearing press or skateboard truck axle

Clean cloth

Bearing lubricant

Installation Steps:

Installation Steps for Bronson Speed Co
Bearings

Description

Clean the Components Ensure the wheels and axles are clean before
starting the installation.

Insert Bearings Press a Bronson Speed Co bearing into one side of
the wheel using a bearing press or the axle of your
skateboard. Repeat for the other side.

Use Spacers (if required) Insert spacers between the bearings to ensure
proper alignment.

Mount the Wheels Place the wheel onto the skateboard truck axle and
tighten the axle nut. Adjust it to ensure the wheel
spins freely without wobbling.

Final Check Test the wheel rotation to make sure it’s smooth. If
there’s resistance, adjust the axle nut accordingly.

 

Precautions and Best Practices:

Use only recommended lubricants to maintain bearing performance.

Avoid exposing bearings to water or dirt, as this can cause damage and reduce their lifespan.

Independent: Installation Instructions, Common Pitfalls to Avoid, and User Advice

Tools Needed:

Skate tool or wrench

Bearing press or skateboard truck axle
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Clean cloth

Lubricant (optional)

Installation Steps:

Prepare the Wheels and Bearings: Clean the wheels and axles thoroughly.

Press Bearings into Wheels: Use a bearing press or the skateboard truck axle to press Independent bearings
into each side of the wheel.

Add Spacers: If your setup includes spacers, place them between the bearings.

Mount Wheels on the Axle: Slide the wheels onto the truck axle and secure them with the axle nuts. Adjust
the nuts to ensure free rotation.

Spin Test: Check the wheels for smooth spinning. Make necessary adjustments to eliminate any resistance.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid:

Do not force the bearings into the wheels, as this can cause damage.

Ensure the axle nuts are not too tight, as this can impede wheel rotation.

Spitfire: Installation Guide, Specific Considerations, and Expert Tips

Tools Needed:

Skate tool or wrench

Bearing press or skateboard truck axle

Clean cloth

Bearing lubricant

Installation Steps:

Clean All Components: Make sure the wheels and axles are clean and free of debris.

Install Bearings: Press a Spitfire bearing into one side of the wheel using a bearing press or the axle. Repeat
for the other side.

Insert Spacers: Place spacers between the bearings if required.

Mount Wheels on Axles: Place the wheels on the truck axles and tighten the axle nuts. Adjust as needed to
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ensure the wheels spin freely.

Final Spin Check: Test the wheels for smooth spinning and make adjustments as necessary.

Specific Considerations:

Use high-quality lubricants for better performance.

Regularly check bearings for dirt and debris to maintain optimal performance.

Shake Junt: Installation Walkthrough, Recommended Tools, and Pro Tips

Tools Needed:

Skate tool or wrench

Bearing press or skateboard truck axle

Clean cloth

Bearing lubricant (optional)

Installation Steps:

Step Description

Prepare Wheels and Axles Clean the wheels and axles to remove any
contaminants.

Press Bearings into Wheels Using a bearing press or the axle, press Shake
Junt bearings into each side of the wheel.

Use Spacers Insert spacers between the bearings to ensure
proper alignment.

Mount the Wheels Place the wheels on the truck axles and secure with
axle nuts. Ensure the wheels spin freely by adjusting
the nuts.

Spin and Adjust Check the wheels for smooth rotation and make any
necessary adjustments.

 

Pro Tips:

Keep bearings well-lubricated to enhance performance and longevity.

Avoid over-tightening the axle nuts to ensure the wheels spin freely.

By following these installation steps for each brand, skateboarders can ensure their skateboard bearings are
set up correctly, providing a smooth and efficient ride. Proper installation is key to maximizing bearing
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performance and durability.

 Conclusion

Summary of Findings and Final Recommendations

In the highly competitive world of skateboard bearings, selecting the best brand for your needs involves
understanding the structural characteristics, performance metrics, and overall value each brand offers. This
guide has explored the offerings from Bones Reds, Bronson Speed Co, Independent, Spitfire, and Shake
Junt, providing a detailed comparison to help you make an informed decision.

Recap of the Key Points from Each Section

Bones Reds:

   Structural Characteristics: Renowned for their precision and durability, featuring a high-quality steel cage
and polished balls.

   Performance: Offers a smooth ride with minimal friction, making them a favorite among both beginners and
seasoned skaters.

   Installation and Maintenance: Easy to install and maintain, with robust design that withstands regular use.

Bronson Speed Co:
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   Structural Characteristics: Known for their innovative design, including micro-groove raceways and high-
speed ceramic balls.

   Performance: Exceptional speed and reduced friction, ideal for competitive skating.

   Installation and Maintenance: Slightly more complex due to advanced features, but provides superior
performance when properly maintained.

Independent:

   Structural Characteristics: Built for impact absorption and precision machining, offering a solid and reliable
build.

   Performance: Designed to withstand harsh impacts and deliver consistent performance, suitable for
aggressive skating styles.

   Installation and Maintenance: Straightforward installation with a focus on durability and longevity.

Spitfire:

   Structural Characteristics: Incorporates high-tolerance levels and innovative designs to enhance
performance.

   Performance: Delivers a balance of speed and durability, making them versatile for various skating
conditions.

   Installation and Maintenance: Easy to install, with a focus on maintaining performance through regular care.

Shake Junt:

   Structural Characteristics: Emphasizes robustness and efficiency, with designs that cater to high-impact
skating.

   Performance: Reliable and durable, providing consistent performance across different terrains.

   Installation and Maintenance: Simple installation process, with strong recommendations for regular
maintenance to preserve their lifespan.

Final Verdict on Which Brand Delivers the Best Performance

Each brand of skateboard bearings has its unique strengths and caters to different aspects of skating.
However, when considering overall performance, durability, and value for money, Bones Reds consistently
stands out. Their blend of precision, ease of installation, and excellent performance makes them a top choice
for most skateboarders. Bronson Speed Co offers unmatched speed and advanced features, ideal for
competitive skaters looking for an edge. Independent bearings are best suited for skaters who demand high
impact resistance, while Spitfire provides a versatile option for various skating styles. Shake Junt is a solid
choice for those needing robust bearings for high-impact skating.
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Recommendations Based on Specific Needs and Preferences of Skateboarders

Beginners: Bones Reds Easy to install and maintain, providing a smooth and reliable ride.

Competitive Skaters: Bronson Speed Co Advanced features and high-speed performance.

Aggressive Skaters: Independent Designed for impact absorption and durability.

Versatile Use: Spitfire Balanced performance suitable for various conditions.

High-Impact Skating: Shake Junt Robust and efficient, ideal for rough terrains and heavy use.

By understanding the specific features and benefits of each brand, skateboarders can choose the best
skateboard bearings that align with their riding style and preferences. Regular maintenance and proper
installation are key to ensuring these bearings deliver optimal performance and longevity.
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